
Sexual Assault



Sexual Assault
Sexual assault - any sexual behavior that is forced on 
someone without consent 

includes: 

• rape 

• sodomy (anal or oral acts) 

• child molestation 

• incest 

• fondling 

Sexual coercion - imposing sexual activity on someone 
through the threat of non-physical punishment, promise 
of reward, or verbal pressure rather than through force  

25 - 60% of men have engaged in sexual assault and 
coercive sexual behavior 



Consent

CONSENT: permission for 
something to happen or 
agreement to do something.



Consent
Consent is not: 

• Refusing to acknowledge “no” 

• Assuming that wearing certain clothes, 
flirting, or kissing is an invitation for anything 
more 

• Someone being under the legal age of 
consent, as defined by the state 

• Someone being incapacitated because of 
drugs or alcohol 

• Pressuring someone into sexual activity by 
using fear or intimidation 

• Assuming you have permission to engage 
in a sexual act because you’ve done it in 
the past



Stats

1 out of every 6 American 
women has been the victim of 
an attempted or completed rape 
in her lifetime  

17.7 million American women 
have been victims of attempted 
or completed rape.



Stats
Stranger rape is rare - in 60% of 
rapes and sexual assault the victim 
knows the perpetrator 

In 40% of those cases, the 
perpetrator is a friend or 
acquaintance (classmate, coworker, 
someone casually known) 

Date rate is a type of acquaintance 
rape 

18% of rapes and sexual assaults 
are committed by partner or 
husbands



Men
About 3% of American men — or 1 in 
33 — have experienced an 
attempted or completed rape in their 
lifetime.  

2.78 million men in the U.S. have 
been victims of sexual assault or 
rape. 

Men are reluctant to report they have 
been raped? Why? 

Law enforcement, medical personnel, 
and social services may be less 
supportive of male rape because of 
misperceptions and information.



Who?
For female rape survivors, 98.1% of 
the time a man was the perpetrator 
(Black, Basile, Breiding, Smith, 
Walters, & Merrick, 2011). 

 For male rape survivors, 93% of 
the time, a man was the perpetrator 
(Black, Basile, Breiding, Smith, 
Walters, & Merrick, 2011). 

 Among male offenders who rape 
women, 64% were using alcohol 
and/or drugs prior to the attack 
(Brecklin & Ullman, 2002).



Who?
Perpetrators view women as sexual objects to 
be conquered, coerced and used for self-
gratification (Lisak & Miller, 2002). 

 Perpetrators easily feel slighted by women, 
and carry grudges against them. This 
underlying hostility is easily evoked and leads 
them to see women as “teases” who either 
“secretly” want to be coerced into sex, or else 
“deserve” it (Lisak & Miller, 2002). 

 Perpetrators view sexual relations as 
“conquests,” and all women as potential 
“targets” of conquests (Lisak & Miller, 2002). 

 Perpetrators tend to be part of sexually violent 
all-male subcultures that normalize sexual 
conquests through violent pornography explicit 
images of rape as being acceptable, non-
criminal, and the sign of male virility (Lisak & 
Miller, 2002).



Effects
Rape is about dominance, power, and control. The effects 
can be profoundly traumatic and long lasting. Physical 
injuries can heal, but mental pain can endure. 

Victims often experience 

• fear 

• anxiety 

• phobias 

• guilt 

• nightmares 

• depression 

• substance abuse 

• sleep disorders 

• sexual dysfunction 

• social withdrawal 

• May develop PTSD



Harassment
1.) a person in a position of 
authority offers benefits for sexual 
favors or threatens retaliation for 
the withholding of sex 

2.) suggestive language or 
intimidating conduct creates a 
hostile atmosphere that interferes 
with performance 

in 2011 17% of men said they 
have experienced sexual 
harassment in the work place. 
Men are still the big perpetuators 
though...



Intimate Partner Violence
abuse by a person against his or her partner in an 
intimate relationship - includes use of fear and 

humiliation to control another person 

95 - 98% of victims are women 

Cycle of abuse - recurring pattern of escalating 
violence 

• Typically, tensions build up in the relationship until 
there is a violent outburst. 

• Followed by a “honeymoon” period, which the 
abuser is contrite, ashamed, apologetic, and non 
violent - often will beg partner for forgiveness 

• Unless help is involved, the cycle repeats itself 
almost becoming more severe 

Men who batter are more likely to abuse drugs and 
alcohol, suffer mental illness, and have financial 
problems



Legal
Secrecy -

Studies have shown that colleges and 
universities are underreporting sexual assaults 
(they are required by law to) 

Why? 

Loopholes in data collection

Licensed mental health counselors and 
pastoral counselors are exempt from reporting 
rape 

Controversies with investigation

some rely on mediation procedures where the 
perpetrator and victim meet with a 
administrator - also lots of gag restrictions 



“Rape Culture”
Rape Culture is an environment 
in which rape is prevalent and in 
which sexual violence is 
normalized and excused in the 
media and popular culture.  

Rape culture is perpetuated 
through the use of misogynistic 
language, the objectification of 
women’s bodies, and the 
glamorization of sexual violence, 
thereby creating a society that 
disregards women’s rights and 
safety



Victim Blaming

Victim-blaming attitudes 
marginalize the victim/survivor 
and make it harder to come 
forward and report the abuse.  

If the survivor knows that you or 
society blames her for the 
abuse, s/he will not feel safe or 
comfortable coming forward and 
talking to you.



Victim Blaming
Victim-blaming attitudes also 
reinforce what the abuser has 
been saying all along; that it is the 
victim’s fault this is happening.  

It is NOT the victim’s fault or 
responsibility to fix the situation; it 
is the abuser’s choice. 

By engaging in victim-blaming 
attitudes, society allows the 
abuser to perpetrate relationship 
abuse or sexual assault while 
avoiding accountability for his/her 
actions.



Victim Blaming

• “What were you wearing?” 

• “You should know better than to walk by yourself” 

• “You were asking for it.” 

• “You weren’t clear enough.”



Steubenville

August 11, 2012 - Steubenville, 
Ohio 

high-school girl, incapacitated 
by alcohol, was publicly and 
repeatedly sexually assaulted by 
her peers, several of whom 
documented the acts on social 
media.



Steubenville
Outcome: 

• The victim was harassed by girls in the 
community 

• Victim was sent death threats 

• Youtube videos making fun of the victim 

Victim Blaming: 

CNN QUOTE after verdict: “Poppy Harlow 
reported that it’s “incredibly difficult even for 
an outsider like me to watch what 
happened as these two young men that 
had such promising futures, star football 
players, very good students, literally 
watched as they believe their life fell apart.” 
https://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2013/03/19/this-is-rape-culture-responses-to-the-steubenville-verdict/

https://thesocietypages.org/socimages/2013/03/19/this-is-rape-culture-responses-to-the-steubenville-verdict/


Men’s Rights Movements
The men's rights movement 
consists of diverse points of 
view which reject feminist and 
pro-feminist ideas.  

Men's rights activists have said 
that they believe that feminism 
has overshot its objective and 
harmed men. 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/regajha/dont-mancriminate?
utm_term=.qxW2vpzy1Z 

http://mashable.com/2015/06/30/dont-mancriminate-campaign/
#5TVngnvs98q0

http://www.buzzfeed.com/regajha/dont-mancriminate?utm_term=.qxW2vpzy1Z
http://mashable.com/2015/06/30/dont-mancriminate-campaign/#5TVngnvs98q0


Meninism

Meninism is an online 
movement, that started as a 
joke, but has gained grounding 
particularly with young men 
http://bust.com/feminism/14365-wtf-is-meninism-and-who-are-these-women-who-support-it.html

http://bust.com/feminism/14365-wtf-is-meninism-and-who-are-these-women-who-support-it.html


Return of Kings
“Return Of Kings is a blog for 
heterosexual, masculine men. 
It’s meant for a small but vocal 
collection of men in America 
today who believe men should 
be masculine and women 
should be feminine.” 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/lbailey211/15-most-offensive-things-written-
on-returnofkings-e9sd?utm_term=.fpEWejEAy2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqlAIs1TKZ0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twjMTtncfKE

http://www.buzzfeed.com/lbailey211/15-most-offensive-things-written-on-returnofkings-e9sd?utm_term=.fpEWejEAy2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqlAIs1TKZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twjMTtncfKE


Return of Kings
The ideas and beliefs here are based on neo-masculinity. Here are a few of its principal tenets: 

1. Men and women are genetically different, both physically and mentally. Sex roles evolved in all 
mammals. Humans are not exempt. 

2. Men will opt out of monogamy and reproduction if there are no incentives to engage in them. 

3. Past traditions and rituals that evolved alongside humanity served a net benefit to the family unit. 

4. Testosterone is the biological cause for masculinity. Environmental changes that reduce the 
hormone’s concentration in men will cause them to be weaker and more feminine. 

5. A woman’s value significantly depends on her fertility and beauty. A man’s value significantly 
depends on his resources, intellect, and character. 

6. Elimination of traditional sex roles and the promotion of unlimited mating choice in women 
unleashes their promiscuity and other negative behaviors that block family formation. 

7. Socialism, feminism, cultural Marxism, and social justice warriorism aim to destroy the family 
unit, decrease the fertility rate, and impoverish the state through large welfare entitlements.



“legal rape”
Creator of ROK, Roosh Valizadeh is a 
proponent of “legal rape”: 

“By attempting to teach men not to 
rape, what we have actually done is 
teach women not to care about being 
raped, not to protect themselves 
from easily preventable acts, and not 
to take responsibility for their actions. 
At the same time, we don’t hesitate to 
blame men for bad things that 
happen to them (if right now you 
walked into a dangerous ghetto and 
got robbed, you would be called an 
idiot and no one would say “teach 
ghetto kids not to steal”).”



“legal rape”

“make rape legal if done on 
private property. I propose that 
we make the violent taking of a 
woman not punishable by law 
when done off public grounds.” 

“If rape becomes legal under my 
proposal, a girl will protect her 
body in the same manner that 
she protects her purse and 
smartphone.”



“legal rape”

“If rape becomes legal, a girl will 
not enter an impaired state of 
mind where she can’t resist 
being dragged off to a bedroom 
with a man who she is unsure of
—she’ll scream, yell, or kick at 
his attempt while bystanders are 
still around. If rape becomes 
legal, she will never be 
unchaperoned with a man she 
doesn’t want to sleep with.”



“legal rape”
“Without daddy government to 
protect her, a girl would 
absolutely not enter a private 
room with a man she doesn’t 
know or trust unless she is 
absolutely sure she is ready to 
sleep with him. Consent is now 
achieved when she passes 
underneath the room’s door 
frame, because she knows that 
that man can legally do anything 
he wants to her when it comes to 
sex.”



“legal rape”
“Let’s make rape legal. Less 
women will be raped because 
they won’t voluntarily drug 
themselves with booze and 
follow a strange man into a 
bedroom, and less men will be 
unfairly jailed for what was 
anything but a maniacal alley 
rape. Until then, this devastating 
rape culture will continue, and 
women who we treat as children 
will continue to act like children.”



International meet up
February 6, 2016 

165 meetings in 43 countries 

Goal: to create international 
“tribes” of men 

The meet-up was to be for 
“heterosexual, masculine men” 
only. Women and gay men were 
not welcome 

however…



International meet up

after internet outrage and 
spreading of meeting locations, 
meet ups were cancelled… 

“I can no longer guarantee the 
safety or privacy of the men who 
want to attend on February 6, 
especially since most of the 
meetups can not be made 
private in time”



Pick Up Artists

The seduction community, also 
known as the pick-up artist, 
PUA, or pickup community, is a 
movement of men whose goal is 
seduction and sexual success 
with/access to women.



Pick Up Artists
"Negging"  

the practice of giving a woman a 
backhanded compliment such 
as "nice nails -- are they real?", 
to weaken her confidence and 
therefore render her more 
vulnerable to seduction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzlXdmQThig 

http://www.seductionscience.com/2012/advanced-pickup-artist-game/ 

http://www.pualingo.com/pua-terminology-list/ 

5 question: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PynUswe9HTY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzlXdmQThig
http://www.seductionscience.com/2012/advanced-pickup-artist-game/
http://www.pualingo.com/pua-terminology-list/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PynUswe9HTY


Pick Up Artist
Elliot Rodger

2014, killed 6 people… 

In a YouTube video posted to Elliot's 
personal channel, he chalks his 
psychotic killing spree up to not being 
well-liked by women: “For the last 
eight years of my life, ever since I hit 
puberty, I’ve been forced to endure a 
life of loneliness, rejection, and 
unfulfilled desires. All because girls 
have never been attracted to me. Girls 
gave their affection, and sex, and 
love, to other men. But never to me. 
I’m 22 years old, and I’m still a virgin.”





Chemical Castration

Chemical castration is 
castration via drugs, whether to 
reduce libido and sexual activity. 

these drugs can reduce sex 
drive, compulsive sexual 
fantasies, and capacity for 
sexual arousal.  

But does it really work?


