
Men in Media



Portrayal in media

Men make up the majority of 
people you see on TV.



Portrayal in media
Men are often stereotyped in media. 

They are damaging because they 
narrow our notions of what men can 
be and do.  

They affect women's expectations of 
men in relationships and men's 
expectations of other men in work 
settings or in friendships.  

Media stereotypes have extra impact 
because they create images based on 
these assumptions, helping to shape 
men's own views about how they 
should act and how successful they 
are as men.



Portrayal in media
Bravery, adventurousness, being 
able to think rationally, being 
strong and effective, for 
example, are all "manly" traits 
that are usually encouraged.  

So also are the ability to think 
independently and take the 
initiative.  

Media images supporting these 
behaviors include the strong, 
silent Marlboro man and military 
ads telling young men to "be all 
you can be."



Portrayal in media
At the same time, males are 
discouraged from pursuing many 
positive traits that are perceived as 
unmanly.  

These include the ability to feel a 
range of emotions, including fear, 
hurt, confusion or despair. Even 
talking about these feelings is 
considered unmanly.  

Men are also not encouraged to 
learn to work cooperatively without 
the need for control, to love in a 
nonsexual way, to have friendships 
or to solve conflicts without violence.

raising cain: 3, 4, 56



Portrayal in media
Men in key "positive" character roles are 
portrayed chiefly with in a restricted range 
of male traits. 

• logical thinkers 

• think rather than feel 

• take charge of situations 

• loners 

• protect women and children 

• aggressive 

• adventurers, take risks 

• worldly wise



Portrayal in media
Less “manly" characteristics are usually 
displayed by supporting characters, as flaws 
in the personality of the central character or 
as a source of humor or difficulty 

• sensitive to feelings 

• work with others 

• accept help 

• emotionally expressive 

• caring for children 

• having harmonious relationships 

• engaging in home-related activities 

• having non-sexual friendships with women



Common Tropes

The Joker 

The Jock 

The Strong Silent Type 

The Big Shot 

The Action Hero 

The Buffon



Common Tropes
“Sissy Villan” 

Due to social stigmas against 
male femininity and "unmanliness", 
there's a strong tendency in fiction 
to assign effeminate traits to 
villains: flamboyant mannerisms, 
delicate voices, light builds, 
prissiness, femininely pretty looks, 
gradiloquent speeches, giggling, 
love for poetry and opera, 
impeccable fashion sense (not 
always in men's clothing), 
fondness for Persian cats, etc. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz6KlErXshU (54)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz6KlErXshU


Sissy Villan

Disney: 

• Alladin vs Jafar 

• Hercules vs Hades 

• Simba vs Scar 

• John Adams vs Gov. Ratcliff



Sissy Villan

Other: 

• Thor vs Loki 

• Harry Potter vs Voldemort



Minority Representation

2013 - Minority Actors make up 
6.5% of the lead roles in 
broadcast TV shows (when 
minorities make up 37% of the 
population 

On Cable - 19.3% minority lead



Minority Representation

In a 2011 study, Media 
Representations & Impact on the 
Lives of Black Men and Boys, 
negative mass media portrayals 
were strongly linked with lower 
life expectations among black 
men. 



Minority Representation
Men of color held in esteem by 
the media, while entirely worthy 
of praise, too often personify a 
circumscribed spectrum of 
human qualities.  

Prowess in sports, physical 
achievement in general and 
musicality are emphasized 
inordinately.  

Common role models depicted 
by the media such as rap or hip-
hop stars and basketball players 
imply limited life choices. #starringjohncho



Minority Representation

In 2012, professor of political science, Bas W van Doorn at the 
College of Wooster in Ohio, analyzed images that ran with about 474 
domestic US poverty-related stories in Time, Newsweek and US 
News and World Report from 1992 to 2010.  

In the images that ran alongside those stories in print, black people 
were overrepresented, appearing in more than half of the images, 
despite the fact that they made up only a quarter of people existing 
below the poverty line during that time frame.



Objectification

The seeing and/or treating a 
person, as an object. The focus 
is primarily on sexual 
objectification, objectification 
occurring in the sexual realm.







Gender

Gendered Consequences 

When men get objectified, they 
still: 

• hold power 

• seen as desirable 

Objectification can even be 
seen as tongue-in-cheek







Gender
When women get objectified - 
they get turned into literal 
objects.  

Studies show that when men 
view women as objects, 
consequences include: 

• high rates of victim blaming 

• catcalling 

• sexual assault 

• abuse











Objectification



Objectification



Objectification

https://twitter.com/Usher/status/
725747328812867585

https://twitter.com/Usher/status/725747328812867585


Objectification

https://twitter.com/kimkardashian/status/706754164047667200

https://twitter.com/kimkardashian/status/706754164047667200

